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I HERS Bl oF ER/MAPK {5538 % % A375 41 )iy
B A AL

P&, ER, FE, 0NEF, BE, FRA, KT, B
(1 EAMKRE 5k, LI AN 154007; 2. BEITPEHXSF, A RIE  150040;
3. RIEIERE, B RE 150025)

[(FE] BRSO Y MEBCE A RS BE S A 32 (R BEL WG 751 (TCT182780) J5 XF A375 4 fifd 1) 28 3% & LI ML il 1 5% 1)
FiE K 1 pmol - L7 I HERSBEAE T A375 BRI, S I 40 M 25 41 (DMEM 58 &35 373 , M 241 (1 x 10 * pumol - L7") |
EAERSEEZ] (1 pumol - L™") | FAHENS B + IC1182780 ZH (1 wmol-L™" +1 pwmol-L™") . F§ NaOH ZLff i 4 I 28 25 4 & B (1 S e B
% (Western blot) I 52 i 3¢ ) % i PCR % (Real-time PCR) ll 5 Wi 32 52 4/ 22 22 50800 1) 25 1 U8 (ER/MAPK) 38 6 i G 5
S p38 MAPK,ERB, c-Jun S5 A i i il (JNK) , 40 i S0 5 8 15 J 8 2 (ERK2 ) Fl/) IR IR AR OC 56 5% (K (MITF) |, % 202
B (TYR) , B2 B B AH OC 25 11-1 (TRP-1) , RS B2 B AH G AR (1 -2 (TRP-2) By 2R 11 S H mRNA 3835, S8 52 A I, AR
RN HE R + TCT182780 41Xt A375 4 il T 28 A i S 3 IR AT (P <0.01) 51 pmol - L™ " B MERR BT A375 2 b 3R 2 1
F2i57G AN R R BE B HIVE FH (P <0.05,P <0.01) , % ERK2 ,MITF, TRP-1 mRNA () 3% 3k th A N [F) 58 B i 30 I /5 (P <0.05,P <
0.01) . 5 FIHERREF2H [ Ag , ICT182780 W] LA s T HENR XS A375 41 i F R G Ay Ml /E I (P <0.01) ;TCT182780 I LA 4% 1 #E
HE@?N A375 4l fg v bR A R A 4R & ERK2, MITF, TRP-1 mRNA [ 3Rk 306l 4E (P <0.05,P <0.01) , Z5i%:
Me g B e % 8 18 ER/MAPK {3538 % F 98 MITF, TYR,TRP-1 }; TRP-2 % (135, W B E A K.
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[ Abstract | Objective; To study the effect of phytoestrogenic components of betulin and the addition of
receptor blocker (ICI182780) on melanin synthesis and its mechanism on A375 cells. Method: 1 pmol -1 "'
betulin was applied to A375 melanocytes and then the experimental cells were divided into blank group ( DMEM
complete culture fluid) , estradiol group (1 x 10™* wmol+L "), betulin group (1 wmol-L™"), and betulin +
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IC1182780 group (1 wmol-L™" + 1 wmol-L™").

and real-time fluorescent quantitative polymerase chain reaction ( Real-time PCR) were used to determine the

Melanin content was determined by NaOH lysis; Western blot,

protein content and mRNA expression of key protein kinase mitogen activated protein kinase ( MAPK) p38 in
estrogen receptor ( ER) /mitogen activated protein kinase ( MAPK) pathway, c-Jun N-terminal kinase (JNK),
extracellular signal-regulated kinase 2 ( ERK2) and micrometamorphic-related transcription factor ( MITF) , dopa
oxidation assay for tyrosinase (TYR), tyrosinase-related protein-1 ( TRP-1), and tyrosinase-related protein-2
(TRP-2). Result: As compared with the blank group, betulin group and betulin + 1CI182780 group had significant
inhibition on melanin synthesis in A375 cells (P <0.01); 1 wmol+L™" betulin had different inhibitory effects on
expression of the above proteins in A375 cells (P <0.05, P <0.01), as well as on ERK2, MITF, and TRP-1 (P <
0.05, P <0.01) mRNA expression (P <0.05, P <0.01). As compared with the betulin group, ICI182780 can
reverse the inhibitory effect of betulin on melanin synthesis of A375 cells (P <0.01); ICI182780 can reverse the
inhibitory effect of betulin on the above protein expression in A375 cells as well as mRNA expression of ERK2,
MITF, and TRP-1 (P <0.05, P <0.01) . Conclusion: Betulin can down-regulate the expression levels of MITF,

TYR, TRP-1 and TRP-2 proteins through ER-MAPK signaling pathway, thus reducing melanin synthesis.

[ Key words ]
protein kinase (MAPK) signaling pathway

B B S — (8 0 2B R Y R RO, LI R 2
RS o5 Ay T X R P S IR R A TR A 6 Bl
ORI B . AN SE o, B BE ot R R
THEME L E T R B, 5 8O BE A B
JRHEB RN 2, BRI E IR a L
SEVE (R, R R0 TR R Ry e D L
M BE Y 1 B 2 /0 5 N A W AT G, e LR N 3 3K
VG EAE B R REY N AR kB, M
WEBREE B R G, HF RSB ER 2K
(ER) 454 ffi ERa F1 ERB & A= 46k 8 45 F e 15
S AR B, MR T T 2R 2 AT
A0 ML AT S 98 T WS (ERK) |, C-Jun 22 3% K Sy 3 il
(JNK) , p38 22 Z4 5 3 1% 1) 26 11 3 ( MAPK) {5 %518
6, FE R F L T 4 IR R 1 5 % (MMPs ) 2 [
mRNA 2 1k 1 [ I i AE 45 725 240 e s Ao e o M
P HERCER 43 38 i MAPK {5538 % X 20 i R R 5
WL SE 7 i — 2 AR

AR BT R LR A R O S 2 DAL
(AR E) R i ACE " H 3 A A
FP KRR R BERE 2 L L A
5% 2% BURE A 0 ) A 2R A A A AR . AR S R
W52k U5 T R AR 28 4k W 1 HE AR T, 44 X 2R

KA AE R0 5 F AL
1 #FHE

L1 Zif A375 4 ( Ll SR 3 A E MR
FR2A ]S ZQ0042) .
L2 25y Rson F M s B (R ot R B FR

betulin; phytoestrogens; A375 cells; chloasma; estrogen receptor; mitogen activated

2y H) S 473983121010 ) 5 8- — 8 (Jb 5t E R
BHE A BR 2 ], it %5 L750N46 ) , 1C1182780 ( 4 [+
Tocris 2\ H] ,4it*5- 1047) ; DMEM % 5% Wi Fi i 4= il i
(€ ® Hyclone 24 #l, it 5 4> % & SH300022. 01,
SV30087. 01) ; B2 £h 2z v (PBS , db 5 i A2 & #r 2:
Wi R AR A A, S 7119062 ) 5 — W JE 7 B)
(DMSO) FlWEM: i (MTT) (£ [ Sigma 23w, #4553
W1k 200-664-3, PB11058 ) ; Annexin V-FITC i 7| &
(ERREYH R IT, #t %5 €1026) ; BCA il 7
& (TR L B 5 M A BRA AL ik CHEMOO1 ) 5
BRI 8 A W) I (HRP) AR ic F 50/ B AR 2 B3k
(1g) G, HRP #ric FHi R 1eG, /NPT A B-Il3h & H
(B-actin) , St ERK2, S dit p38 MAPK H1 57 B it {4
(R LfEAEY TEARAA, #5535 H
BA1050,BA1054, BM0627 , BM3951 , BM4142) ; i 4;
N/ INHR B3 JE A DG 2 53 TR~ ( MITF ) 585 B o 44 ( 36 [
Cell Signaling /A ], #t45 12590) ; %4t A ERB I 5%
BEb & (HEAF A W BB A R A Al iS5 BYK-
0116R) /NPT A INK, i 2 B2 il (TYR) | i 22 2 iff
FHOCHE T 1(TRP-1) , TRP-2 B sg BT {K ( 55 [H Santa
Cruz 2 &, #it 5 4 9 K sc-7345, sc-73244 , sc-
136388 ,5¢-271356)

1.3 Y% HF90 % CO, X7 3244 ( 71 B A= 4 I y7 B
FE A PR ) s MK3 RUEGEAR A ( i SO U 28 A
FRZS 7)) 3 Smart chemi T B — {4 28 £ BU 1k 2 & 56 A%,
BA (b 5 € 8 8l B £ 2 7] ) 5 Tprofessional
Standard 96 & PCR H zh ¥ 39 {¢ ( £ E Biometra 2
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Al ) s M x 3000P %Y 52 B 58 5 o it 2R G i Ak X 0
(Real-time PCR){Y ( 25 [# Agilent Stratagene /\ 7 ) ;
miniPROTEANTetra Cell ! H Jk 1%, Trans-Blot SD
Cell HI%EJEAYL (22 [H Bio-Rad /A 7)) ; WD9405B #1 7k
PR (LI TR — XA ) o

2 FHmiE

2.1 Z5WMRCH  fF DMEM JE Al 3% 55 56 6 4 i
5 FBS, A Hid 89:10: 1 1y Lu il i & i DMEM 5¢ 42
B R W o 4y ) FROBCME B 0.55 mg, M HE AR B
8. 80 mg,ICI182780 3.00 mg, ] 9.2 pg 1y DMSO %
W, JH DMEM 58 4 8% 57 WG i 80 24 vk 2 oy
20 pwmol - L™ A IE Bk 4 W, 1 pumol - L' Y (1 HE il
B 259,20 wmol - L' Y ICT182780 24 W , W — Mt il
FH ARG B 8T 75 B9 1 % 10 7 pumol « L™ il FH e B, 5
JERRT , T —20 C KA 1-7F .

2.2 SRS

2.2.1 5 b EHA MR AR B
FHE g + ICT182780 4 .

2.2.2 42y Gl RTMISCR AT AL 1,1 x 107,
1x1072,1 x 10 7> wmol - L ™" [ ME i B %} A375 41 iy
W45 O AW R, A N 1 pumol - LB
YEM B B, AT L T Je Ze s s it o . OxE oA
K4 i, LA 4 x 10° A4~ 509 40 i ok 3 B2 F0 F 25 em’
PIEF Y, A DMEM 58 4> 35 32 W 4 mL, fiff 41 ffd
VIS e 35 FR M A G , 15 9% 24 ho 1 20 M 0 BE IS
AT UL #AE. S 4 A DMEM 58 4 B 5% W)
4 mL, 5555 48 h; M 41 AL x 10 7 wmol - L ™" e
B M 4 mL, B SR 48 hy HMEJIR BE A A
1 pmol - L™ (1 (A MERR I 25 % 4 mL, 153748 h; (A HEfR
fi + 1C1182780 £H % A A 1 pmol-L™" ¥y 1C1182780
9 4 mL, K57 2 h JE AR O AH e B Y R
25U, 55 5% 46 h,

2.3 febrtain

2.3.1 NaOH ik BESENE BOTHAK
WA A375 40, L 2 x 10° A~/ FL 41 B T 6 L
M, 435 5% 24 h 5 B K 4 DR AL IR A
MRS, WU 6 FLAROJT LR SR, AR B

*1 PCREI¥EFF
Table 1 Primer sequences of PCR

Al 4k, 1 000 r-min ' B.0> 5 min, 3 B3, A
1 mol-L~'NaOH ¥ 100 wL 347 40 i 2L % ,37 C
K& 1 h 5, BE I ACKEIK 400 WL, 798 BUE &%
100 pL £ 3 96 fLAR H, HIEEFR A 490 nm i 4b
W W OGRE A, HBERSEM AR, Kt A
KWF

BB = A /A, 25 11 x 100%
2.3.2 HHARZEE TP (Western blot) il 5 ERG,
p38 MAPK, ERK, JNK, MITF, TYR, TRP-1, TRP-2 &
FBY RN 400 20 W 240 A375 4 .4 °C 551
13 000 r-min "' B0 15 min 5B W, AR IE AR
TE I 2T B3 R i B B VR BE . R AT SR VN M T e e
JEHL UK (SDS-PAGE ) , &AL A& 15 pL, ¥ 85 1 5%
2| PVDF JB I 5 iF 47 30, #20R B3P 2 h m A
B-actin (1 : 1000), ER@ (1 : 500 ), p38 MAPK
(1:1000) ,ERK(1:1000),JNK(1:1000),MITF
(1:400) ,TYR(1:1000),TRP-1(1:1 000), TRP-2
(1:1000) —HLBEE 4 C b, B, Z 5 m =4t
(L1 ) W8 2 h, BEE S I AR G, ¥ & S HE R
BN GE I BLBAL A T, B A0 B AR AT 3
W g, 15 B & 4L B AR K Vﬁ I H
Lane ID #E ¢ 854555 BT 5040 o
2.3.3 Real-time PCR jll] %8 ERK2, MITF, TRP-1
mRNA [ ik A375 4N A trizol 1 mL 754y
S e A =& W £ 200 wL, FI 148 5% 15 s, = it
THEIF 4 CL&AFF13200 remin ™' B0 15 min,
B0 JE BT, RS I S P B 500 L, BT ]
fRY),E R T E 10 min, -20 CHH, HOFAH
DVFE AP, ) A B I A B B 75% B,
ﬁﬁj—lz@ﬁ?k{ﬁﬁ’* RNA . ] Nano-100 fs i 43 6 B2
B RNA 2l B8 Rk . H AMV 28 —4% ¢DNA 5 5
DG RNA @i 5%, Z 5 #4728 1% 95 °C 3 min,
FEEY W 40 ~ 45 AEER,95 C A2 1,60 C iR
K72 CHEAR  fr fo R R B TRV R Y b i
BORFAR C 8,3 AN AT, 4RI 2
HEHMERN SN S mRNA A XKL, 5190
*1,

514 4 R FUE5IH(5'3") E ISR Fr B JE /bp
GAPDH CCTGCACCACCAACTGCTTAG CAGTCTTCTGGGTGGCAGTGA 111
ERK2 TTTGCTTTCTCTTCCACACA AGCCTGTTCTACTTCAATCCTCT 133
MITF GAAATCTTGGGCTTGATGGA AGGAGTTGCTGATGGTGAGG 124
TRP-1 ACCAACAGTTGAAGAGAAGGCA TGTCTGAGATTTTTGAGCTTCCTG 154
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2.4 gritspab s SEER A 43 B OSPSS 20. 0 4%
PEEAT B K 3R J7 22 50 #t C(ANOVA) |, Tamhane’s 12 i
110 255K 5, LSD YL X8 #E 47 38, LA P <0. 05
hESHGITFE L,

3 &R

3.1 FIHENEEE . I HEE B + ICT182780 1 1l A375
MR RS 5 A R, M R A X
A375 4L B R S BLTC B R ) 5 AR T 2 R AR
JEEE + IC1182780 £H Xf A375 ZH ffl e £ & Wi f7 i &
PHIVER (P <0.01) , 4> 518 59.71% ,92.57% ; 5
FIHERE B 41 LY B¢, ICT182780 T LA 30 % [ #E g B Xof
A375 JHAL IR R A R By M AEH (P <0.01) , 2551
SR, FIMERE BT A375 41 i B R A A A 5 1 1l
YRR, BT ER AT DL 30 % 11 A8 g e 1% 3 o 410 0 6 1
2,

F2 BEMASEE.SMASE + ICI182780 31 A375 I EE S BH
#m

Table 2 Effect of betulin, betulin + ICI182780 on melanin content
in A375 cells

415 /Wf;il A(xzsn=4) *r”/t'i%
2 - 0.229 +0.003 100. 00
i - 1x107%  0.232 £0.003 101. 41
[ A i 1 0. 136 £0. 002% 59.39%
PR i 2 + 1CT182780 1 +1 0.212 £0.002*%  92.57%%

W H EHA KD P <0.05,Y P <0.01; 5 [ e g il L%
VP<0.05,YP<0.01(F£3~5MF).,

3.2 PHHMERE L. I MERE R + ICI182780 Xf A375 4
Jifih ERB,p38 MAPK , ERK , JNK %5 [ 75 % (¥ 5 W]
L2s (4 g, M BN A375 4 p38 MAPK f
HARBA W RIS (P <0.05) ,ERK i H H
FIRAW AL HEAE ] (P <0.01) , 1 MENR B 20 X
A375 4fijfl h ERB, p38 MAPK, ERK, JNK f % (1 %
AR EMHIER (P <0.01) 3 5 FHER B2 20 L 3K
BT ER fif 33 5% 1 e i Bt INK 25 1 2 35 A9 30 461 7
FH(P <0.05) % p38 MAPK 1 ERK () 7 [ £ ik H
BERYCR(P<0.01), WK 1,%3,

ERp 58 kDa

D38 MAPK |- — e s— 12 kDa

ERK2 | s— W s 41 kDa

g | — — sl <1 1Da
— — .

[-actin ~———— 42 kDa
A B C D
A7 U B2 3B ME EAL; C. MRS EE S D. S EE + 1C1182780
B1 BH#EE. H#KEE + ICI182780 3 A375 44 i ERB, p38
MAPK,ERK,JNK & 8 %A f ik
Fig.1 Expression of ERB,p38 MAPK,ERK, JNK proteins in A375

cells of each group by electrophoresis

3.3 FIMEREEE L I AERR B + IC1182780 %) A375 4
Jfgrf MITF, TYR, TRP-1, TRP-2 7K 4 % ik (1 8 Wiy

528 A, E T T A37S 4R b MAPK
p38 M HARIA (P <0.05) , &2 3% Jh i ERK /)& H
Fik (P <0.01), FAMENR I 410 35 AR A37S 4i i

®3 EMASEE. S HIEE + ICN182780 Xt A375 M H ER-MAPK 5 2@ B hia% EEMNBM (i+s.0=4)
Table 3 Effect of betulin, betulin + ICI182780 on related proteins in ER-MAPK signaling pathways of A375 cells(x +s,n=4)

2H 531 e BE / jumol - L ™! ERB/B-actin p38 MAPK/B-actin ERK/B-actin JNK/B-actin
2 - 0. 088 +0. 005 0.447 +0. 023 0.691 +0. 028 0. 448 +0. 023
W — i 1x1073 0.095 +0. 002 0.516 £0. 005" 0.919 0. 034% 0.432 0. 028
A i it 1 0. 030 0. 002% 0.210 £0.011% 0.296 +0. 040% 0.276 £0.014%
1 HE R 2 + 1CT182780 1+1 0. 045 +0. 0032 0.381 £0.017"% 0.617 £0.230% 0.359 £0.029"

MITF,TYR, TRP-1, TRP-2 & [1 323k (P <0.01) ;
5 MEfg B 4 Lt , MITF, TYR, TRP-1, TRP-2 % &
HRIAA R R E R (P <0.01), WLE2,% 4,

3.4 PHHMERE L (I MERE R + ICI182780 Xf A375 4
fifi ERK2,MAPK p38,MITF &% TRP-1 mRNA ik [#
P 5o 4l e, M T2 41 MAPK p38 mRNA
R IK I B3 (P <0.05), TYR-1 mRNA f ik
AW ERE (P <0.01), FIHEIE 20 1) ERK2, p38

MAPK , MITF, TRP-1 mRNA 3 ik i 2 g 9 ] (P <
0.01) ; 55 FAMERE B 20 L %5, BHL BT ER J&5 | fig b 2 BH W
[ MERS B %] A375 40 ffd o' ERK2,p38 MAPK, MITF,
TRP-1 mRNA FiA/EHI (P <0.01), W3S,
4 tig

RPN, TR M ELRZ B A R R /MK
PR e IR sz i R R R BRI E R
W77 A it 2 A B R AN AR | BH BT R R
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e

TYR-——

= 94 kDa
TRP-1 = s . e 58 kDa
TRP-2 N — — 61 kDa

S =
B-actin - - 12 kDa
A B C D

B2 #£& A375 FHaxt MITF & TYR & A RiE Bk
Fig.2 Expression of MITF and TYR protein in A375 cells of each

group by electrophoresis

BT 3 D 5 ik L2 % 3 A 3R 00 i % % P 5

TERIRBEARY . BEENARET L-BA
2 1) 2 b — 38 L2 TR & R (L-DOPA) |, 2 [ i fY
4L TRP-1 Fl TRP-2 (WL AR N Z [ K B4
i, DCT) fE B R A MB R P IH FIES SR, o8
AN 2 (MSH) T AE B ALS S G B A
BB R % 1 2K (MCIR) 94T, A 3% B4 1% MITF
HE % S A T 09 32 34 A0 TRP-1 Fl TRP-2 ik, AT
U EA RS kR EN EE R
AR il TS S NG NHE S GO A AN 8 PN
INGEACIOE RS S WINY R 2 b5
TE B4R L L S 2% /N TR A 71 T3 TR R 200 L 1A ) 43 A A
Weff, SEEBEREA RN EEREEBENNZL .,

x4 BHEPEEE.AHEAEEE + ICI182780 3+ A375 4 ¥t MITF & TYR,TRP-1,TRP-2 EHM M (x +s,n=4)
Table 4 Effect of betulin, betulin + ICI182780 on MITF and TYR, TRP-1, TRP-2 proteins in A375 cells(x +s,n =4)

24 5 F 4/ pmol - L ! MITF/B-actin TYR/B-actin TRP-1/B-actin TRP-2/B-actin
M - 0.400 0.011 0.193 +0.003 0.199 +0.005 0.094 =0.002
i 1x1073 0.470 +0.011 0.179 +0.005 0.189 +0.005 0.104 +0.005
P HE i e 1 0.243 £0.017% 0.143 £0.001% 0.107 0. 005> 0.047 +0.005%
FIHE NS L + IC1182780 1+1 0.330 £0.017"% 0.170 +0.005** 0.164 £0.006>* 0.077 +0.005"*

x5 BH#IERE.QM#IEEE + ICI182780 X} A375 A f ERK2,p38 MAPK,MITF X TRP-1 mRNA RiZH M (x £s,n=4)
Table 5 Effect of betulin, betulin + ICI182780 on ERK2, p38 MAPK,MITF and TRP-1 mRNA expression in A375 Cells(x +s,n =4)

4531 e BF / jumol - L ™! ERK2 p38 MAPK MITF TRP-1
2 - 1. 000 1. 000 1. 000 1. 000
1y 1x1073 1.002 +0. 025 1.107 0. 048" 0.968 +0.043 1.478 +0.078%
1 HE i st 1 0.207 £0. 015> 0.305 0. 029% 0.245 +0.014% 0.347 £0.031%
PR i 2 + 1CT182780 1 +1 0.508 +0.023% 0.622 £0.018% 0.513 £0.028% 0.493 0. 029%

WFIT & BN, F1AE NS 2 7E (i W 3 400 o) 200 M 34 4
SHTAMA R AL 2WE T HMBREL B
MHIVE R, AR AW M dl ERB B Rk, A
it H R % p38 MAPK, ERK,JNK, MITF, TYR, TRP-1,
TRP-2 % [ 35 ik Bl 2 %%, p38 MAPK, ERK, MITF,
TRP-1 ) mRNA %3k T, i A ER 52 14 B Wi 7
ICI182780 J&, p38 MAPK, ERK, JNK, MITF, TYR,
TRP-1,TRP-2 % (4 %5 L H, W55 T X p38 MAPK,
ERK, MITF, TRP-1 mRNA %k 306l /£ . ok nl
U, TYR () 95 ERB/MAPK {5 5 i A X o

g5 Lk, s 45 R B ER S H R Y ERK
W5 58 B2 5 T CIMERR B ] A375 40 i B
F AR T AR L A S0 DA A A 3 R R T A
&, S i 2R ) E R TR T AR B AR R R 8 R T
R BER HRAL T B LA LA K S AR A
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